Now, are the evils here spoken of, susceptible of remedy? and if so, who are to be the agents of the required reform, and what mighty engine shall be employed to effect this great work ?
In presenting some considerations bearing upon these consecutive questions, it may be remarked that the hope of elevating any profession, and of freeing it from abuses, must bear a direct ratio to the practicability of reducing it to definite limits, and clearly defining the principles upon which correct practice is to with the labyrinth of sophistry. Hence appears one sect, declaring that all disease is occasioned by a deviation from a certain standard of heat or cold, and that every remedy, to be available, must be prescribed and administered in accordance with this principle. Another, claiming that every deviation from health arises from local irritation; and another, that the whole should be ascribed to general irritation: and so on, till a long list of these erratic planets have, at different times, arisen and set, each eclipsing and in turn being eclipsed. Again, one class have deemed it expedient to use remedies from each of the three kingdoms of nature, the mineral, vegetable and animal; another have contended that all mineral medicines were necessarily poisonous, and hence should be stricken from the list of remedies. But although the views of these two have been antipodal in respect to kind of remedies, yet both agree that an appreciable quantity is necessary, while a third, claiming equal skill, advocating the doctrine of infinite divisibility, contend that the effect of any remedy in overcoming disease, is directly in proportion to the minuteness of the dose.
Another consideration worthy of notice, and which tends to perplex the public mind, and render it difficult for them to discriminate between true and false theory, is the fact that the physician deals exclusively with organs capable of self-restoration; the patients frequently not being able to determine whether they recover, if at all, in consequence, or Let but the present number of members, be as active as they might, and the effect would be astonishing, not only upon the profession, but upon the public at large.
And as a stimulus to activity, nothing can be better calculated than attending the annual meetings. Take from any association, for whatever purpose it may be formed, the stimulus furnished by their periodical conventions, or meetings, and you have taken away its main-spring, and left only an inert and useless mass of machinery. On the other hand, wherever we see such meetings of any association fully attended, we may safely infer that the cause which originated it, is prospering, and that its march is onward. Let each member of the American Society of Dental Surgeons but have the cheering, the electrifying stimulus, arising from the presence of every other member, at one of these "meetings, and he would feel that the warfare against quackery must result in certain victory, and that the standard of his profession was already raised too high, to be reached, or defaced by the envenomed arrows of the empiric.
The influence of this society upon the dental profession and the public, thus sustained, might be aptly compared to the genial influence of the natural sun. The one is to the dissemina- Nor is this knowledge "like water spilt upon dry ground which cannot be gathered up," but as the rain, when it has served its destined office, is returned to the ocean, in a thousand useful streams, each member returns with his contribution to the next annual meeting, throwing it into the common fund, to be distributed, perhaps, to a portion of country less bountifully supplied with this healthful and fructifying element.
